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IsA1An VII. 14, 15, 16. 


THEREFORE THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL GIVE YOU A 
SIGN ; BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND 
BEAR A SON, AND SHALL CALL HIS NAME IM- 
MANUEL. Hs | 

Bur TER AND HONEY SHALL HE EAT, THAT HE MAY | 
KNOW TO REFUSE THE EVIL, AND CHOOSE THE GOOD. 

For BEFORE THE CHILD SHALL KNOW TO REFUSE THE 
EVIL, AND CHOOSE THE GOOD, THE LAND, THAT 
THOU ABHORREST, SHALL BE FORSAKEN OF BOTH 
HER KINGS. . 


« þ | \HE teſtimony of Jeſus,” ſays the Angel in the 
Revelations *, © is the ſpirit of prophecy.” And 
of courſe the more clearly a prophecy is underſtood, the 
evidence reſulting from it muſt appear proportionably more 
full and convincing. The words of the Text contain a pro- 
phecy relating immediately to the perſon of Chriſt, and his 


Rev. xix. 10. | 
B reſidence 


A 
————— — 


629 

reſidence among men. They are cited as ſuch by St. Mat- 
thew in the beginning of his goſpel . And though attempts 
have been made to diſpoſſeſs us of their authority, by repre- 
ſenting them as originally otherwiſe intended, and applicable 
only by way of accommodation, the blaze of truth has ſhone 
ſuperior to any ſuch fallacious miſrepreſentations. But though 
the general ſcope of the prophecy be plain and undeniable, 
the particular parts of it, it muſt be confeſſed, are leſs per- 
fectly underſtood, than might have been expected, conſi- 
dering the length of time that has paſſed ſince its accom- 
pliſhment. That difficulties ſtill remain, is evident from the 
numerous and differing attempts, that have been made by 
men of eminence in learning to remove them. Nor does it 
ſeem to me, that any ſolution has hitherto been propoſed, 
ſufficient to ſatisfy and convince the judgment. It muſt na- 
turally be the wiſh of every friend to Chriſtianity to have 
this argument in its favour ſet forth in its true and proper 
light. I conclude therefore that a critical diſcuſſion of it 
will not be deemed unſeaſonable, nor unworthy the attention 
of this venerable aſſembly. On your candour I ſhall rely for 
a favourable conſtruction of my endeavours, even though 
they ſhould fail of producing in your minds that clear con- 
viction, which I ſeem to feel in my own. 
The preſent, obſcurity of the prophecy. ſeems to ariſe in 
the main from two grand miſconceptions concerning the 


» Matt, . 22, 23. 


matter 


C33 3 


matter of it. The one is, that a prophetic ſign is therein 
_ exhibited, the completion of which was to be poſterior by 
many centuries to an event, of which it was meant to convey 
a fuller aſſurance. The ſecond relates to the interpretation 
annexed to the words, Butter and honey ſhall he eat,” 
ver. 15. which, I apprehend, have a meaning totally dif- 
ferent from that which is generally underſtood. When theſe 
two miſtakes are rectified, it will not, I truſt, be a difficult 
matter to. arrive at a clear and conſiſtent NS of the 
whole paſſage. 

With reſpect to the firſt point, I have been in nie mea- 
ſure foreſtalled in my obſervations by a late ingenious publi- 
cation ©, in which it is unanſwerably ſhewn, that the mira- 
culous birth of the Meſſiah, future and remote as it was, 
could not have been a ſign or aſſurance to Ahaz, or the houſe 
of David, that Gop would ſpeedily deliver them from their 
preſent enemies. The Author, after having ſufficiently inva- 
lidated this prevailing opinion, proceeds to his own proper 
explication of the paſſage ; in which he ſtates, that inſtead 
of the birth of the Meſſiah being given to Ahaz for a ſign 
of his approaching deliverance, that deliverance itſelf was 


© The publication alluded to is, A Diſcourſe in two parts, upon the ſame 
ec text, preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge, by 'T. Poſtlethwaite, B. D_ 
and printed at Cambridge, 1781.” This Diſcourſe was compoſed ſoon after; 
how it came to be ſo long ſuppreſſed, i is a queſtion not at all intereſting to the 
publie. 
4 Poſtlethwaite's Diſcourſe, Part. I. | 
| B 2 *:". 06 
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the ſign held forth to confirm the certainty of the future ex- 
traordinary birth * This, no doubt, is more in the natural 
order of things; and, I am perſuaded, is in part at leaſt the 
truths; for it is my deſign to ſhew in the ſequel of this Diſ- 
courſe, that the deliverance of Ahaz from the dangers he was 
threatened with, was a part, though but a part only, of what 
was intended for a ſign of the accompliſhment of the predic- 
tion concerning Chriſt. In other conjectures I think him 
leſs happy. For he holds nearly in common with the gene- 
rality of expoſitoss, that by the words, Butter and honey 
< ſhall he eat, and what follows beſides ver. 15. is meant, 
that the infancy of Chriſt ſhould not be exempt from * the 
common infirmities of childhood,” but ſhould require the 
« ſame tender care in nurſing, the ſame ſort of mild and 
« delicate food,” as is neceſſary to bring other infants to 
their full < growth both in ſtature and wiſdom*.” This will 
be controverted, when I come to treat of the ſecond general 
ſource of obſcurity. Beſides this, he maintains, that THz 
CHILD ſpoken of ver. 16. before whoſe coming to the 
knowledge of good and evil the enemies of Judah were to 
be cut off, 1s not the ſame with that child, whoſe miraculous - 
birth was before predicted, but another, whoſe birth was 
immediately at hand . In this opinion alſo he is not ſin- 
0 poſtlethwaite's Diſcourſe, Part II, 


"x Poſtlethwaite's Diſcourſe, p. 18. See alſo Archbiſhop Uſher's opinion cited by 
Mr. Lowth in his Note upon v. 15. 


s Poſtlethwaite's Diſcourſe, p. 15-19. | 
| gular, 


1 


gular, though contradictory to the eſtabliſhed uſage of 


language, and the ordinary form of conſtruction, For the 


uſe of language requires, that the Hebrew particle d ſhould 


be confidered as having the ſame force as the definite 


article THE in Engliſh, and ſhould be fo tranſlated. TIE 


 cniLD muſt conſequently denote that which was before 


ſpoken of, and whoſe diſcernment of good and evil had 


been already noticed. Our Author indeed urges ', that the 
ſame particle had been before tranſlated by the indefinite 
article A in the inſtance of, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE ; 

but even there THE vIRGIN would have been much pro- 


perer by way of eminence, and to denote the ſingularity of 


the caſe. And the commiſſion of a miſtake in one inſtance 
can be no juſtification of it in another, although the former 
may have been overlooked as of no material conſequence, 
whilſt to allow of the latter would lead to a total perverſion 
of the ſenſe. . 

Having been led to  fay thus much of thi Author's TP 


theſis, out of regard to the force of his reaſonings againſt. 
making the remoter event a ſign that portended the nearer z 


bh The late learned Dr. Kennicott was of opinion, that the Child ſpoken of v. 16. 


was not the Meſſiah, whoſe birth was predicted in the preceding verſes, but Shear- 
jaſhub, Iſaiah's ſon, ſpoken of ver. 3. to whom he ſuppoſes the Prophet might 
point with his hand, and that an ſhould be rendered gh, Child. But notwith- 
ſtanding his authorities to juſtify ſuch a tranſlation, it ſeems abundantly more 
natural to underſtand the ſame Child that was before introduced to notice, See Dr. 
Kennicott's Sermon on Iſai. vii. 13» 14, 15, 16. eb! in 1765. 
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reaſonings, which J ſo far approve, as to beg leave to refer to 
them for the ſake of brevity; T ſhall now go on to ſubjoin 
my own opinion concerning the whdle of that ſign, which 
I conceive to have been really and actually given. It can 
hardly be ſuppoſed, that Gop, who was juſtly offended at 
the impious diſtruſt of Ahaz, would make any freſh effort 
to conquer his fears, or ſooth him with further hopes of 
deliverance. The reproof that followed upon his refuſal of the 
ſign offered him, inſtead of comfort, breathes only a deſign 
to puniſh. « Hear ye now, O houſe of David ; Is it a ſmall 
„thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my wo 
« alſo? Therefore JEHovan himſelf ſhall give you a ſign *.' 

The words that come next indeed foretel an event of the moſt 
gracious and beneficial import to mankind in general, which 
it pleaſed Go p to make uſe of the preſent occaſion to com- 
municate, and to leave impreſſed with the ſtrongeſt proofs 
of authentication. But Ahaz was likely to derive little fatiſ- 
faction from the proſpect of ſuch an event, that was to take 
place in ages to come, even if he had underſtood it, or been 
diſpoſed to credit the prediction. But in the ſign he was 
more immediately intereſted ; for he was ſoon, himſelf, his 
family, and his ſubjects, to have bitter experience of its 
verification. At the beginning it ſeemed to ſound favourably ; 
for Gop would not retract the promiſe he had given, nor 
falfify his word, in not brip ging to paſs the deliverance he 


1 k Iſai. vii. 13, 14. 


had 


; CF J 


had before announced. Surely * before the Child, of whoſe 
te extraordinary birth thou haſt heard, can be qualified to 
* fulfil the purpoſes of his miſſion, the land of thine ene- 


% mies, ſays the divine oracle, the land of Syria and Iſrael, 


„ thall indeed be left deſolate.” But little would this tem- 
porary ſunſhine of proſperity avail, in proſpect of that black 
cloud of horror, which threatened to burſt in vengeance over 
his devoted head. In our Verſion indeed, which is made 


from the preſent Hebrew text, we ſee not the connexion ſo 


ſtrongly marked, as it is in that of THE SevenTyY, which 
was made in all probability after a more perfe original. 


There we find the adverſative particle BuT prefixed to the 


17" verſe; © Bur Jenovan ſhall bring upon thee”, and 


% upon thy people, and upon thy father's houſe, days ſuch _ 
as have not come, from the day that Ephraim departed from 
% Judah.” From hence to the end of the chapter follows a 


very particular enumeration of all thoſe calamities, which 
began to fall upon Judah ſoon after the deſtruction of the 
two hoſtile kingdoms beforementioned, and were continued 
on with very little interruption, till the deſolation was ren- 
dered as complete, as the terms of the prophecy import, by 
the Babyloniſh captivity. From a combination of all theſe 
1 +2 is thus rendered, Gen. xxix. 32. Exod, iv. 25. Num. xxii. 33. Xxiii. 23. 


Judg. vi. 16. Iſai. Ix, 9. Jer. xxii. 22, and in many other places. 
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events together reſults the ſign intended, a tremendous ſign 
indeed to thoſe who were deſtined for the immediate ſubject 
of it; but calculated to produce the moſt ample and conſo- 
latary aſſurance of the future promiſed bleſſing in the minds 
of all, who ſaw the ſeveral parts of it within a few years 
fulfilled to a tittle, one after another, in the moſt orderly 
ſucceſſion . Juſt ſuch a one did our Saviour vouchſafe to 
exhibit to his diſciples, when they aſked him for a ſign of 
his coming, and of the conſummation of the age of the 
Moſaic diſpenſation. He firſt of all traces out to them what 
he emphatically calls the beginning of ſorrows; and after- 
wards carries them on through a long train of the moſt 
ſiniſter and illboding events, till the whole is terminated at 
laſt with this concluſive declaration, . So likewiſe ye, when 
«ya ſee theſe things come. to paſs, know ye that the king- 
& dom of Gop is nigh at hand *. 8 
After having thus far conſidered the ſign, and, I hope, 
cleared up the principal difficulties reſpecting it, it falls next 
within my purpoſe to examine what obſcurity or miſconcep- 
n Hence it appears, that Dr. 8 had good oround for aſſerting, that a 
ſecond Prophecy, diſtin from the former, began at the 161 verſe, Only he ſeems 
not to have noticed, that the ſecond Prophecy was continued on to the end of the 
chapter, and was in its accompliſhment the very ſign intended to aſſure the latter 
ſtill more important and more diſtant event. And this inattention probably was 
the cauſe of his error concerning the identity of the child. See the Sermon before 


mentioned, p, 28. | 
o Matt, xxiv. 3=33. Luke xxi. 7-31. 
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tion 
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tion may be found in thoſe declarative words, with which 
the prophecy opens, and which contain the principal matter 
and ultimate object of it. In the firſt ſentence the ſenſe, I 
conceive, is as plain and as clearly to be underſtood as can 


be; BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND BEAR 
A SON, AND SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL. The 


article THE is emphatic; and THE viIRGIN being joined 
with the participles of the preſent tenſe (for ſuch are all the 
verbs in the original) ſeems to diſtinguiſh this caſe from all 
others, and to import, that it was not A viIRGiNn, who after 
having known man ſhould conceive ; but that ſhe ſhould Rill 


be THE VIRGIN at the time of her conception, delivery, 


and naming of her ſon. BEHOTD, THE VIRGIN CON- 
CEIVETH, AND BEARETH A SON, AND CALLETH HIS 
NAME IMMANUEL, Theſe circumſtances mark out in ſo 


particular and eminent a manner the birth of the bleſſed 


Jeſus, that it would require no ſmall degree of artifice and 
perverſeneſs to give them any other application. I ſhall 
therefore leave them as they ſtand, ſince from an attempt to 
explain further what is ſufficiently clear already ſeldom any 
thing ariſes, but perplexity, darkneſs, and error. 
But it has not been found ſo eaſy to aſcertain the genuine 
meaning of the following ſentence, BUTTER AND HONEY 
SHALL HE EAT, THAT HE MAY KNOW TO REFUSE THE 
EVIL, AND CHOOSE THE GOOD ; the wrong interpretation 
of which words hath in my opinion conduced very much to 

C caſt 


— 


— 
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caſt a veil of obſcurity over the whole prophecy. The cir- 
cumſtance of eating butter and honey” is by fome under- 
ſtood to. denote, that he ſhould have occafion to be reared 
with the fame ſort of mild and delicate food, which was 
uſually given to infants, to bring them forward to a maturity 
of ſtature and wiſdom *®. But I do not find it any where inti- 
mated, in Scripture at leaſt, that butter and honey” was 
the appropriated food of children in their infancy, as « milk” 
is on many occaſions ſaid to be. Others repreſent butter 
and honey” as the uſual emblems of plenty, and as deli- 
cacies extremely agreeable to an eaſtern palate . All this may 
be very true; but what is to follow, when we come to apply 
theſe words, as applied they muſt be, to the porſou of Chriſt? 
Can it be imagined, that the living in the midſt of plenty, 
or the gratification of the appetite with theſe, or with any 
other the choiceſt delicacies, contributes any thing to the im- 


provement of a child's mental faculties ? And yet ſomething 


like this muſt enter into the notions. of thoſe who adopt the 
foregoing interpretation of the words, „Butter and honey 
« ſhall he eat, and connec them with what follows, that 
he may know to refuſe the evil, and chooſe the good.” 
The abſurdity and inconſequence of this connexion has not 
eſcaped the notice of the laſt and beſt Commentator on Iſaiah, 
who on the ſuggeſtion, as it ſeems, of'a very learned Friend, 
has a little varied the tranſlation, and inſtead of, THAT HE 


U poſtlethwaite“ 8 Diſcourſe, p-. 11. 
q Biſhop Lowth on Iſaiah, Notes, p. 63. Harmer's Obſervations, Vol. I. p. 299. 


MAY, 


© 
MAY, renders, WHEN HE SHALL, KNOW TO REFUSE WHAT 
18 EVIL, AND CHOOSE WHAT 18 G00D*. But apply it 
once more to Chriſt, even after this emendation, (for to him 
this able Critic, though he admits the doctrine of double 
ſenſes, allows it to refer in its ſtricteſt ſenſe, and according 
to the principal intention of the prophetic ſpirit) and tell 
me, what there was to be found in our Lord's ſtile and man- 
ner of living, after he came to a diſtinguiſhing age, that de- 
ſerved to be characterized by ſo particular a deſcription. Nei- 
ther in, nor aftet, his infancy, do we learn, that he was at all 
remarkable for either the abundance, or the delicacy of his fare. 

Much rather do I think, that it was the humility and 
meanneſs of our Saviour's condition in life, that is here de- 
ſigned ; an opinion, which ſuggeſted itſelf to me long be- 
fore I knew that Vitringa had briefly cited it as that of an 
eminent German Divine*. On what reaſons this learned 
foreigner grounded his opinion, we are not told*. But I am 
induced to reſt mine on the following account of the matter. 
The land which Gop gave to the children of Iſtael is fre- 
_ quently celebrated as a land that flowed with milk and 
« honey . The abundance of theſe articles rendered them 

r Biſhop Lowth on the place. * Profeſſor Alting. 

t ft is only ſaid, that he inferred it from verſe 22. of which hereafter. His opi- 
nion was, that the circumſtance of © the Child's eating butter and honey“ was in- 
tended to ſhew Ahaz the future decay of his houſe ; which, though ever ſince 
David's time it had flouriſhed in the greateſt opulence and ſplendor, ſhould here- 
after be brought to ſack a fate of indigence, that this deſcendant of the family 
ſhould be obliged to live upon the meaneſt and moſt ordinary ſort of food. See 
Vitringa upon the place, u Exod, iii. 8. Num. xiii. 27, &C. 
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cheap; and by their cheapneſs they were fitted to become the 


ordinary food of the meaner inhabitants. They were deli- 


cious, no doubt, and were for that reaſon commonly ſerved 
up at the tables of the great, as cheeſe and fruits are with us, 
towards the cloſe of the entertainment. And it ought to be 
remembered with thankfulneſs, as an inſtance of Gop's pa- 
ternal care in providing for the comfortable ſubſiſtence of the | 


whole human ſpecies, that there are ſcarcely any among them, 


who have not ſuch things placed within their reach, as are not 
only good in themſelves, but objects of defire even to thoſe of 
the greateſt affluence. The difference however between them 
is, that what the one like to regale upon now and then for an 
agreeable variety, the other are neceſſitated to take up with 
for their conſtant and almoſt only food. Which then of the 
two, do we imagine, would be characterized by it; thoſe to 
whom it was almoſt an eſſential, or thoſe to whom it was 


merely an accidental appendage? Had it been deſigned to 


mark out the condition of the rich and great by the con- 
ſumption of their tables, inſtead of “butter and honey,” 
the notice would more naturally have fallen upon their ample 


| ſtores of corn and wine and oil, and the numerous animals 


that were fattened, and ſerved up at their feaſts. But with the 


humble poverty of the Saviour of mankind the plain and 


frugal diet of the poor more aptly correſponded, 

But for a further proof of the juſtneſs of this explication, 
let us attend to the application of the ſame words, which 
again occur at the 22“ verſe of the ſame chapter, And 17 

SHALL 


9 
SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT FOR THE ABUNDANCE OP 
MILK WHICH THEY SHALL GIVE HE SHALL FAT BUT= 
TER; FOR BUTTER AND HONEY SHALL EVERY ONE 
EAT THAT 1S LEFT IN THE LAND. Here it is evident 
the food of grown up perſons is intended, and not of infants. 
Nor were the times ſpoken of times of extraordinary peace 
and plenty; unleſs you will call by the name of *« peace” 
that dreadful filence and ſolitude to be found in a country, 
which has of late been laid waſte, and afterwards abandoned, 
by a barbarous enemy. Such was the wretched ſituation of 
the land of Judah at the time alluded to by the prophet, 
when it was foretold, that of the few pillaged inhabitants 
that remained, thoſe, whoſe whole ſtock conſiſted of only a 
cow and two ſheep, ſhould derive a ſubſiſtence ſufficient for 


the purpoſes of life, though certainly not attended with 


mych ſuperfluity or elegance, from the ſpontaneous produc- 
tions of nature; the milk of their cattle, and the honey 
which was commonly to be met with in their woods, drop- 
ping wild from the trees“. 

Let us purſue the track of diſcovery a ſtep farther, and 
it will lead us to a view of the end and deſign, for which 
this wonderful Child was born, and lived in ſuch a parti- 
cular manner; the defect of which in former interpretations 


— 


: * 1 Sam. xiv. 26. 
ſeems: 


( e 


ſeems a more material objection, than ſeveral which have 
been formally urged to diſcredit them. The deſign is con- 
tained in the following words, which may with almoſt equal 
propriety be tranſlated either way, WHEN HE SHALL, or, 
THAT HE MAY, KNOW TO REFUSE THE EVIL, AND 
CHOOSE THE GOOD. When this great IMMANUEL was 
manifeſted and converſed among men, we find him wholly 
intent on erecting a ſpiritual kingdom, and exerciſing his 
faculty of diſcernment in chooſing the good and virtuous for 
to be members of it, and rejecting ſuch as were otherwiſe. 
Nor could there have been a properer criterion for making 
the diſtinction, than the mode of living which he adopted. 
The ambitious, the worldlyminded, the ſenſualiſt, were 
naturally diſguſted with the meanneſs of his appearance, 
They ſaw nothing in him that could tempt them to lay a re- 
ſtraint upon their corrupt habits and inclinations ; and they 
ſcorned to profeſs a faith in one, who was ſo far from having 
emoluments, ſuch as they aſpired after, to beſtow, that he 
himſelf was deſtitute even of “ a place where to lay his 
head.” They therefore voluntarily declined having any 
part with him, and left it for thoſe only to become the diſ- 
ciples of his pure and holy religion, whoſe hearts were of 
a frame and temper more congenial with it. 
I am now come near to a concluſion of what I had to offer 
on 


C WF 2? 
on the ſubject of this important prophecy ; which appears 
methinks with ſo much conſiſtency, clearneſs, and unity, 
from the beginning throughout, that I flaiter myſelf we 
cannot be far from ſeeing it in its true and proper light, I 
am not conſcious of the leaſt force put upon the natural con- 
ſtruction or meaning of the words, which are taken juſt as 
they ſtand in the received text, with the addition only of a 
ſingle particle from a verfion more ancient than the oldeſt of 
the Hebrew copies that are now extant. Unbelievers can 
now no longer deride us for admitting a fact for a ſign, 
which, both on account of the time of its exhibition, and 
the very nature of it, could not poſſibly anſwer any ſuch 
purpoſe. *« For how,” ſaid they, not without ſome ſhew of 
reaſon, could a perſon be perſuaded of the certainty of a 
« future event, which he was diſpoſed to queſtion, merely 


from being told at the fame time, and upon the ſame au- 


« thority only, that a ſecond event, not leſs improbable than 
the firſt, ſhould ſucceed it in after ages? Or, ſetting 
aſide the prepoſterous circumſtance of time, © how could 
& fuch a fact, as the birth of a child from a virgin, be itſelf 
of ſuffieient notoriety, to afford conviction to one, not abſo- 
lutely credulous, of any matter whatſoever propoſed to his 
belief?” To the firſt the anſwer has been already given, and 
the ſign ſhewn to reſult from a chain of facts, impoſſible to 
be overlooked or miſtaken ; and not poſterior to, but pre- 
ceding, what was meant to be eſtabliſhed by them. And as 

to 
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to the delivery of the virgin, it was upon the credit of theſe 
facts having come to paſs exactly according to prediction, 
that thoſe who lived antecedently to it were called upon to 
expect that ſo it would be; as it is in conſequence of the 
fame, jointly with the miracles ſubſequently wrought, that 
we alſo are bound to believe, that the prophecy has in this 
inſtance been punctually fulfilled. 

If any objection therefore ſtill remains, it can be only, I 
think, to the novelty of the interpretation, which if ſuch 
as we would have it thought, conducive to the confirmation 
and honour of our holy religion, how was it conſiſtent with 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God's providence to let it lie 
ſo many ages dormant ? To this, as it involves the caſe of 
all. other attempts to illuſtrate the obſcurity of Scripture pro- 
phecies, it may in general be replied ; that it is not for us 
to fathom the depths of the divine counſels, nor to demand 
a reaſon, why Gop is pleaſed to grant more light at one 
time, or to one ſet of perſons, than another. And with reſpect 
to this particular prophecy, will any one pretend to ſay, that 
enough of it was not before obvious and manifeſt, to bear 
teſtimony to the birth and incarnation of our bleſſed Saviour, 
the purpoſe for which it was cited by the Evangeliſt ? Many 
probable reaſons might be ſuggeſted to juſtify a further re- 
' ſerve. It might be the good pleaſure of Gop to incite men 
to a diligent ſearch into the holy Scriptures (an inquiry 
which can never be made by an honeſt heart without much 

moral 


( 7 ) 

moral as well as intellectual improvement) by holding forth 
as a reward the moſt pleaſing of all rational delights, the 
diſcovery of truth, eſpecially of important religious truth. 


Or, as the minds of men are apt to grow dead and inſenfible 
to what they have been long familiarized with, it may be a 


merciful condeſcenſion to human infirmity, to quicken the 


faith of Chriſtians, from time to time, by new proofs con- 
tinually growing up, and laying freſh claim to their atten- 
tion. But whatever may be the motives of Gop's dealing 
in this manner, it is certainly our part, not to cavil at any 
new light afforded us, but moſt gladly and thankfully to 

embrace and improve it. And in proportion as the proofs of 
the truth and divinity of the goſpel grow more ſtrong and 
convincing, let us the more ſtedfaſtly adhere to it, and ma- 


nifeſt our belief by a ſuitable conformity to all its holy 


laws. 
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A propoſed EMENDAT1ON of a Paſſage in 4 Dis- 
SERTATION publiſhed in MDCCLXXV. by way 


of Inquisy into the true import and application 


of the Vis rox related Dax. ix. ver. 20. to the 


end, uſually called, Da N IEL's Pxor HEN or 


SEVENTY WIEES. 


In the above mentioned Diſſertation the three firſt words of ver. 24. 
were ſuppoſed to fignify, and were tranſlated, Seventy, ſeventy years 
of reſt, (or, deſolation) But this tranſlation having been objected to 
by perſons, whoſe learning and judgment the Author held in great eſteem, 


and who at the ſame time profeſſed to think well of the general plan of 


the Diſſertation, he was prompted to review the paſſage, and takes this 
opportunity to ſuggeſt the following correction of it. 


After the vulgar tranſlation of ver. 24. given in page 14. U the Diſ- 


ſertation, inſtead of the two next paragraphs, let the following be ſub- 


fituted, 


THE two firſt words of this verſe, which are generally 
underſtood to ſignify sEVENTY WEEKS, are literally the 
ſame, being diſtinguiſhed only by the points or vowels, which 
are additions without authority. The firſt word however in 
thirteen MSS and one Edition is written y-, with 2 


Jau in the middle, and may ſtand for weeks, as it is uſually 


rendered, But if the point, which diſtinguiſhes the Schin 
D 2 in 


( 20 ) 
in the ſecond word, be removed to the left hand, and inſtead 
of ya we read BY, from the verb yaw, to have 


enough,-the numeral will then be changed into a participial 


adjective, and the words may be rendered, Weeks ſufficient, 
if the context nit or it, 


The next * Ira, oceupies the place of a ub and 


1s conſidered and conſtrued as ſuch by all the ancient Verſions, 


in agreement with the preceding words. But this is appa- 
rently contrary to a primary rule in Grammar, in joining a 
ſingular verb with a nominative plural. The Grammarians 


indeed pretend to juſtify. this ' anomaly, by appealing to the 
Hebrew idiom, whenever the plural noun is to be taken dif- 


tributively. But that does not ſeem to be the caſe here. I 


| apprehend therefore, that JM may be uſed in the fingular 


number imperſonally, as is the caſe with Tpwy Lam. i. 14“. 
With reſpect to the ſignification of this verb, there is no 
aſcertaining it from the Hebrew, becauſe it occurs no where 
elſe in the Bible; nor do the kindred Dialects, the Chaldee 

excepted, acknowledge it. The ſenſe given to it by our Eng- 
gliſh Tranſlators, that of determined reſts on the authority of 
the Chaldee. But from thence it appears to reſpect not ſimply, 


or at leaſt not ſolely, a determination of the mind de futuro, 


but one carried into effect, a deciſion or ſentence already put 


in force. Thus in the Targum, Eſth. iv. 5. we read of one, 
who was called jm, becauſe that according to the ſentence 


of his mouth the matters of the on were finally 820 


i 


2 Soo Blayney's 5 Note on Lan. i. 14. Pp. 308. 


 .effeQually 


( 2L ) 


effectually decided 4. Inſtead therefore of rendering Irn in 
the plural, have been determined, it may be rendered, it hath 


Been determined; and the paſſage may then be conſtrued thus; 


Weeks ſufficient hath it been determined againſt thy people, and 
againſt thy holy city; or, hath judgment been upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city; that is, they have ſmarted long enough 
under the ſentence of divine Judgment, to anſwer all the pur- 
poſes intended by it. 


Aſter a ſpecification of the an een for which the judgment had been 
inflicted, p. 16. I. 17. to p. 21. l. 11. the whole is recapitulated in the 

paragraph, which begins p. 21. 1 12. and ſbould proceed thus from 
DP: $2 6 bo 


— His prayer was heard; and the angel was commiſſioned 
to ſhew him, that the late judgment, which had befallen his 
people, was on the point of being removed, having already 


laſted a time fully ſufficient to anſwer the intentions of pro- 


vidence, which were not to deſtroy them, but to correct their 
enormities, and to bring about the ſalutary effect of reforma- 
tion; to make them ſenſible of the hand of Gop, by con- 
firming the words of his ſervants the prophets; and to pre- 
pare them for the renewal of that holy worſhip, which had 


been ſuſpended for a while on account of their wickedneſs, 


but would again be accepted on their true repentance—What 


1 Calvin in his Comment upon the place obſerves, that the verb n properly 
ſignifies finire or terminare; and cites Barbinel, or Abarbinel, the moſt learned perhaps 
of all the Rabbins, who interprets it by the word, intercidere. And I think that 
decidere, the word by which the Lexicographers uſually explain 5, ſignities alſo 
not ſimply to ręſalve, but to reſolve with efe, So that IM, being interpreted 
deciſum eft, affords the ſenſe above given. 


could 


an) <= 


could be more appoſite than this? I am therefore inclined to 
conſider the following as a literal and juſt tranſlation of the 
24" verſe ; Weeks ſufficient hath judgment been upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city, to check the revolt, and to put an end to 
fins, and to make atonement for iniquity, and to bring again the 
righteouſneſs of ancient times, and to ſeal (i. e. authenticate) the 
divine oracle, and the prophet, (who delivered it) and to anoint 
(i. e. ſanctify anew) the moſt holy things, 


Page 67. l. 10. Infiead of, SevenTY, SEVENTY YEARS OF REST 
(or, DESOLATION ) HAVE BBEN=—read, WEEKS SUFFICIENT HATH 
JUDGMENT BEEN Ls | 


Dele the ADDENDA at the end. 


Publiſhed by the ſame Author. 
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